DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

vengeance probably worse than those that Germany and Austria
experienced.

To make the parallel with the development of German
National Socialism complete, the Hungarists had their martyr,
their imprisoned leader, Major Franz Szdl&i, whose incarcera-
tion they were honouring by self-imposed abstinence from
alcohol and tobacco, with occasional lapses. He and they, like
the German, Austrian and Sudeten-German Nazis, always
declared that ultimate victory was as inevitable as the rising of
the sun, that their oppressors only strengthened their cause by
oppressing them, and that they would in due course pay for it,

Major Szdldsi, a former staff officer with two brothers serving
as officers in the Hungarian army, always professes a mystic faith
in his mission that recalls Hitler's oratory and after being
sentenced for seeking to overthrow Parliament and *the thousand-
year-old Hungarian Constitution* and establish a dictatorship,
replied, *you say my ideas are confused and incomprehensible, but
God created the world out of chaos*, and on another occasion
he said that the progress of mankind towards God was achieved
by stages, and if a new stage could only be reached by bloodshed,
then this blood would be spilt in the cause of God.

Major SzdldsFs imprisonment did not seriously hinder the work,
which I found busily in progress, of organizing the Hungarists.
His deputy, Koloman Hubay (Hubay is the Magyarizcd form of
Hiibner, so that M* Hubay seems also to be of Germanic origins)
was efficiently taking his place*

They had another breezy young leader in Count Louis
Szechenyi, a member of a famous aristocratic family who was
spoken of with much contempt by most people of his own class In
Budapest, possibly because they thought that he was acting
-against the interests of that class, I found him by no means
unintelligent and he may play a part yet But* if he were my
political opponent I should know just how to disarm him;
I should collect several of the best gipsy violinists I could find in
Hungary, and send them to him, with instructions to play
continually to him, because when he has them before him* playing
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